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BLACK BEAR GOLF CLUB
1500 W. Alexander Rd., Vanderbilt, MI ● 866.983.4441 ● www.golfblackbear.net
Front (yards)
Black  3211
White  2882
Gold  2617
Red 2290

Back (yards)
Black  3214
White  2932
Gold  2663
Red 2245

Total (Slope) (yards) 
Black (144)  6425  
White  (130) 5814
Gold (134) 5280
Red (118) 4535

 

The Black Bear in Vanderbilt, MI, is just a few miles away from Gaylord. Here is the view overlooking the green on No. 15 look-
ing back toward to the fairway. The two fairways on the left side of the picture are holes 3 and 4. 

For fall rates check 
out the website or 
call the pro shop. To 
join their VIP Text 
Club - Text: Golfer to 
411NOW.

http://golfblackbear.net
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 The first hole is the No. 19 warm-up hole. It plays 159 yards from the 
tips. It gives you a taste of the large greens with multi tiers that you will 
see throughout the course. Below, is the side view of the No. 19 hole. No-
tice, the two traps in front of the pin, and how the green is sloping away 
from the pin.

 Back Bear is just minutes off Exit 292 on I-75, minutes north 
of Gaylord. It was very fun layout to play. 

After playing the 19th hole, you cross the road and start play-
ing the front nine going away from the clubhouse. The first eight 
holes surround holes 15, 16 and 17. No. 9 runs parallel with No. 
18 heading back to the clubhouse. 

Just about every green has a very large putting surface. It pays 
to know the contour of the greens as being on the wrong side of 
the putting surface could lead to three, four or more putts. 

Black Bear has several elevation changes whether it’s the tee 
box or hitting to the green - in some cases on a few holes - both. 
It’s been a dry summer this year at Black Bear which created a 
lot of roll on your drives (if you had hit the ball well). 

Upon reaching Black Bear in late August, we checked the ra-
dar and it looked like we were in for a big storm within the next 
45 minutes. We started on the warm-up hole and it started to 
rain around the 45 minute mark of our round. It wasn’t a heavy 
rain and only lasted 10-15 minutes. 

After the front nine we went back into the clubhouse and we 
were informed that was the most rain they had in about 75 days.

With that knowledge, we paid special attention to the extensive 
effort Black Bear had made in preserving their greens.

With four tee boxes, Black Bear has a wide variety of distances 
for golfers of all abilities. 
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The first hole, left, has to 
carry a waste area in front, 
and land to the right of the 
sand trap on the left. 

The second hole, below, 
a par-3 has another force 
carry.  Traps are in front and 
on the right. 

The green has several tiers 
with a severe slope from the 
middle of the green to the 
front.
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The third hole, above, is a long par-4 (419 from the tips) Looking from the tee box, if you pull it left, the fairway traps will get you. Aim for where the 
cart is and if you slice it a little right there are many moguls in the rough area to create a more difficult shot into the green. This pin placement in is on 
the far right which is the more narrow section of this left to right large green. Below is also a view from the No. 3 tee box the No. 15 fairway and green. 
The 15th hole is very distinguishable from many areas on the front and part of the back nine with the tree right in the middle of the fairway.
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 Above, the No. 4 hole has a waste area to the right of the fairway. The left side is protected by several moguls where an uneven lie is automatic. Below, 
left, the No. 6 par-3 has an uphill green. Large trap on the right and if the pin is way on the left, it becomes a tough shot to hold the small part of the 
green. Below right, shows a typical shot from an uneven lie.
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 Left, the No. 9 hole runs 
parallel to the No. 18 hole. 

The green sits in a valley of 
hills.

Notice the back part of the 
green where it is a much 
higher level than where the 
pin is at. 

It’s a must at Black Bear to 
be on the right level of the 
pin. Especially, if the pin is 
on the lower level. 

Notice the driving range in 
the background of the No. 9 
green.

Below is the view from 
the of a typical Black Bear 
green. Notice the size along 
with the contour of the green.
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 No. 11 is a par-5, 509 yards 
(white tees) with a couple of 
mild doglegs. 

The green is uphill from the 
fairway and is protected by 
several traps including one 
right in front. 

Another multi-tiered green. 
The pin shown is just in the 
front of the green - a tough shot 
to stick.

No. 14, right, is a shorter 
par-4, 330 yards. 

However with the pin tuck 
into the right hand corner, the 
sand trap that protects the front 
makes for a tough shot to carry 
from the fairway.
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 The No. 16, a par-3, is short at 
114 yards. 

However, the green is very long 
and with the pin in the back it be-
comes an extra 15-20 yards. 

It’s a down hill shot. I landed 
one in front of the green and it 
rolled all the way to the back 
fringe area.

Bottom left, the No. 18 hole has 
a blind shot from the tee to the 
fairway. 

It only measures 334 yards so 
you have to be careful not to hit it 
too far into the water in front of 
the green. 

Another typical Black Bear 
green, several tiers. 

Several chairs, below right, 
sit atop of the hill behind the 
green for the peanut gallery to sit 
awaiting the rest of the groups to 
finish.


